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 Top US hospital to open facility in Malaysia 
Posted: 26 September 2010 1621 hrs  

KUALA LUMPUR: The US-based Johns Hopkins University will partner a local company to 

establish a teaching facility and hospital in Malaysia at a cost of about 582 million dollars, a 

report said Sunday.  

 

Prime Minister Najib Razak was quoted as saying a site in central Selangor state will be 

chosen for the facilities, and that the US university's presence there will boost Malaysia's 

efforts to become a regional medical-research hub.  

 

"Johns Hopkins has got a very good name. The idea is to create Malaysia as a hub," he 

was quoted as saying by the Sunday Star newspaper.  

 

Najib said the US university would offer a four-year programme, in a private initiative 

between Malaysian and US investors. An agreement is expected to be signed next month.  

 

Health Minister Liow Tiong Lai said the presence of Johns Hopkins University would boost 

Malaysia's health tourism industry and prompt more Malaysian-born specialists to come 

back and work in the country.  

 

The US-based Johns Hopkins University has campuses in China, Singapore and Italy.  

 

Malaysia recently announced ambitious plans to double investment by private companies 

over the next 10 years. This follows a sharp decline in foreign direct investment, which fell 

81 per cent to 1.4 billion dollars in 2009 from 7.3 billion in 2008.  

 

-AFP/wk  
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OTHER ASIAPACIFIC NEWS 

• China launches second lunar probe

• Musharraf launches comeback bid with new Pakistan party

• South Korea parliament approves new prime minister

• Australian arrested with drugs in Bali

• Thai queen admitted to hospital

• Fears of backlash eased after India ruling on holy site

• Two Koreas agree to restart family reunions: ministry

• Japan's Kan urges China to be 'responsible' international member

• Gunmen torch NATO supply trucks in Pakistan: police

• Thailand lifts emergency rule in three more provinces

• Flooding potential problem for Commonwealth Games organisers

• India PM appeals for calm after ruling to split holy site

• Japan imposes record cigarette tax hike

• China issues Japan travel warning amid row

• 3 dead, 9 missing after freighter sinks in China

• Freed Japanese return home

• Moderate quake jolts Taiwan

• New Malaysian sultan strips brother's royal titles

• Japan demands China release detainee

• New Thai army chief takes helm with royal pledge

• Hong Kong trio convicted of Tokyo jewellery heist
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